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The MCG Committee remains steadfastly committed to ensuring that the MCG meets the needs of our members. If you have any ques-
tions or feedback, please feel free to contact any of the Committee members by email. Yours in service of Malaysian culture!

Coming up...

Excursion: A taste of Chinese New Year 
Tradition
February 3 ~ 10:00 a.m. 
~ Participants will be advised of the Venue at a 
later date (Unfortunately this event is now fully booked, if 
you wish to be put on the waiting list please contact the EP 
team at events@mcgkl.org)

Lecture: History of the Malay Sultanates
February 17 ~ 10:00 a.m. 
~ The Meritz
To reserve a space click here

Lecture: A Malaccan Baba/Nonya wedding
March 2 ~ 10.00 a.m. 
~ The Meritz
To reserve a space click here

President’s Message
Dear MCG members, 

2016 AGM 
at Bank Negara Museum
and Art Gallery

The Committee is happy to announce that the Bank 
Negara Museum and Art Gallery will receive us for our 
AGM followed by a lecture and tour by Lucien de Guise, 
writer, editor, curator and currently Director of Bank 
Negara Malaysia Museum and Art Gallery. 
Our AGM will be short, so we will have sufficient time to 
enjoy the lecture and tour followed by lunch. The gal-
lery is housed in a modern, iconic building close to Bank 
Negara.
Due to availability of Mr de Guise the date has been 
changed from April 6, to 

Wednesday 13th April 9.30  – 13.00.
Invitations will be sent at the end of February. We do 
hope many of you will join us for what promises to be a 
stimulating morning.

Realities of living in KL in 2016
Look around you, the city is changing fast. It’s not just 
the gleaming new buildings and the ever decreasing 
green space; our circumstances have changed dramati-
cally since the MCG was started over 30 years ago.
Competition for our time has accelerated. We are all 
time-sharing between: trips back ‘home’ to care for an 
aged parent/ first year college student, visitors, meet-
ings/ excursions organised by one of the many expat 
organisations in KL, PT meetings at school, and best of 
all, travel to exciting destinations in the region.
And…economic uncertainty is affecting all of us. How 
can one commit / plan in these circumstances? 

Delivering a rich cultural program
While keeping our traditions, the MCG has adapted to 
the changing times. Working in teams with each person 
biting off a discrete part of each job, we share the work 
and responsibility to make things happen.  Guidelines 
and internet tools have made us more efficient. Travel-
ling is a given and we stand in for each other. Accepting 
too, that sometimes a committee member has to leave 
abruptly due to forces beyond their control.
Our monthly committee meetings can be considered 
a ‘good morning out’, business-like though warm and 
friendly. Speak to any member of the committee to find 
out more. 
To date, a couple of members have come forward  to 
support the 2016 committee. Great! However, to main-
tain our current programs we do need more of you to 
join us.  
Think about it.

Festival time
Thaipusam has just passed and Chinese New Year is 
just around the corner. We are fortunate to be living with 
this rich culture all around us.

Gong Xi Fa Cai!
Alexius
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Reviews...

Lecture - Wild Things, Nick Fuller
    Chrissie Kemp

ENAK - Restaurant Roshono Bilas
             Suparna Kundu

Book - Flood of fire, Amitav Ghosh 
 Rose Gan

Book - Floating on a Malayan breeze: Travels 
in Malaysia and Singapore, Sudhir Thomas 
Vadaketh
            Jean de Verteuil

ENAK - The Prem Ki Ganga Cafe 
             Judyth Gregory-Smith

Excursions - Afternoon tea and tour at the 
newly renovated Majestic hotel

At university I studied Computer Sci-
ence and became familiar with publish-
ing software.
I was 23 when the ‘Iron Curtain’ came 
down. It was like being reborn. I was  
eager to know more about the world 
abroad. I travelled a lot. 
One day I met my class-mate from pri-
mary school – Prince Charming :). He 
took me to the UK and we got married. 
We lived there for three wonderful years 
where I worked as a volunteer for Bar-
nardos – a charity organisation. The 
people I met are friends to this day. I 
was attracted to their attitude to life and 
their excellent sense of humour. 
I have always been passionate about 
everything British, especially their histo-
ry, movies and music. 
 

What do you like most about living 
here?

I always dreamt about visiting this part 
of the world. When I was 13, I saw the 
adventure movie Sandokan. This made 

Tell us a bit about your life before 
moving to KL.

I was born in Bulgaria and I enjoyed a 
happy childhood that was shaped by 
the fairy tales of Brothers Grimm, Hans 
Christian Andersen and One Thousand 
and One Nights.

a big impression on me, so much so that 
my father had to draw a Malaysian ti-
ger’s head on my jacket!
I never ever thought that one day I would 
live here and visit Borneo. 
One of the most interesting things here 
is the variety of cultures existing togeth-
er. I am very happy to observe and com-
pare different cultures and religions and 
learn how these influence the lifestyle of 
people.

What draws you to the MCG?

From the first lecture I attended, I was 
excited to meet many interesting people 
who were willing to share their experienc-
es with me. I also wanted to learn more 
about the history and traditions of Asia.
It is a pleasure too, to share my skills 
and so give back to the MCG group 
who has been so welcoming to me. My 
thanks go to Alexius and all the MCG 
members for their support and conta-
gious enthusiasm.

From the communications team…….
Dear members,

Have you ever  left an MCG event thinking, ‘there 
seemed to be a lot of my sort of people there, I won-
der who they are?’

Our members are diverse, coming from different 
cultures with a wealth of skills and life experience. 
Through this newsletter you will ‘meet’ some of these 
people which we hope will add to your participation 
in the MCG.

Gong Xi Fa Cai!

Meet a MCG member...
We hope you are using 
the website regularly to 
check what’s coming 
up, to read the reviews 
and to enjoy the pho-

tography from all corners of KL.

Maintaining an entity like this does 
not happen ‘by mistake’. It’s the 
result of hard work and dedication 
to getting things done, without 
drama, only with charm and good 
humour. Meet Ivalina Petkova, who 
is responsible for the MCG website

Lecture - A call to travel: Muslim Odysseys, 
Rumaizah Dato’ Abu Bakar
   Judyth Gregory-Smith
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